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Christ’s  unworldliness. 

We  are  speaking  of  the  evidence  fur- 
nished in  Christ’s  own  life,  of  his  title  to. 
be  regarded  as  the  Saviour  of  humanity 
Any  impartial  student  of  the  records  of 
Christ’s  life  will  find  demonstration  of 
the  fact  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  claimed  to 
be  the  Messiah,  i.  e.  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  the  moral  and  spiritual  head  of 
mankind ; 2nd,  that  he  had  an  unwaver- 
ing conviction  of  final  success,  in  this 
enterprize  ; 3rd,  that  he  discarded  alto- 
gether the  means  by  which  men  ordi- 
narily propose  to  attain  to  influence  ; 4th, 
that  the  means  employed  by  j^m  were, 
•humanly  speaking,  only  fitted  to  wreck 
his  cause. 
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The  Pharisees  were  the  dominant  reli- 
gious party  in  the  Jewish  nation  of  that 
day.  They  were  very  religious  in  their 
way,  and  were  very  zealous  for  the  Jewish 
faith,  as  they  understood  it.  They  were 
great  sticklers  for  outward  observances. 
They  believed  that  they  were  eminently 
righteous,  because  of  their  prayerfulness, 
their  zeal  for  ti  aditional  obscrv  ancos, 
their  distribution  to  the  poor,  their  at- 
tention to  the  Scriptures.  Then  there 
was  a great  body  of  irreligious  persons 
in  the  community,  governed  by  their  own 
passions,  more  or  less  conscious  of  their 
sinfulness,  yet  at  the  same  time  hopeless 
as  to  their  ability  to  be  religious.  They 
were  spoken  of  as  reprobates,  by  tbe 
Pharisees,  and  considered  themselves  to 
be  really  such.  Now  how  natural  would 
it  have  been  for  one  who  wished  to  be 
recognized  as  the  promised  Messiah,  to 
seek  to  commend  himselt  to  the  dominant 
religious  class,  even  though  he  might 
think  there  was  a great  deal  that  was  not 
as  it  should  be  among  them.  How 
natural  for  a religious  teacher  to  seek 
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first  the  religious,  and  try  to  establish  his 
influence  among  them.  Consider  the 
various  religious  reformers  that  have 
risen  up  in  modern  days  ; how  invariably 
have  they  directed  their  attention  to  the 
religious  class,  and  sought  to  win  their 
confidence.  Jesus  did  not  so.  He  came 
especially  to  the  poor,  the  obscure,  the 
disregarded  ; to  those  who  were  scouted 
as  irreligious.  Of  course,  he  thus  brought 
upon  him  the  animosity  of  the  so-called 
religious.  They  stood  up  like  a mighty 
barrier  against  his  claims.  Let  it  also 
be  borne  in  mind  that  there  was  a sys- 
tem of  pristhood,  appointed  of  God  to 
whom  were  specially  committed  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  temple,  and  who  stood  forth 
as,  in  an  important  sense,  the  representa- 
tives of  God.  These  persons  had  yielded 
to  the  Pharisaic  leaven,  and  had  entered 
heart  and  hand  into  alliance  with  the 
Ph  arisees.  It  seemed  inconceivable  that 
one  who  professed  to  come  from  God  on 
the  highest  of  missions,  should  not  have 
sought  above  all  things  to  commend  him- 
self to  the  priestly  class.  The  considera- 
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lion  of  Brahminical  influence  in  India, 
will  help  us  to  understand  how  altogether 
dominating  was  the  influence  of  the 
Pharisees,  Scribes  and  priests  in  Judea, 
and  (humanly  speaking)  how  hopeless  was 
any  work  of  religious  reform  attempted 
outside  of  them.  But  acting  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  physician,  whose  business  is 
with  the  sick,  not  the  healthy,  Jesus  of 
Nazareth  turned  to  those  who  were  con- 
scious of  their  sinfulness,  and  not  to  those 
who  were  puffed  up  with  the  idea  of 
their  righteousness.  How  could  he  have 
adopted  such  an  extraordinary  course  as 
this,  if  he  had  not  had  the  most  unfalter- 
ing conviction  that  God  was  on  his  side, 
and  would,  in  his  own  wondrous  way, 
crown  his  efforts  with  success.  The  com- 
mon people  of  that  day  were  a mere  cipher, 
politically,  they  counted  for  nothing. 
Such  measure  of  independence  as  had  been 
left  by  the  conquering  Romans  in  the 
hands  of  the  Jews,  was  in  the  hands  of 
the  leading  men  in  Jerusalem.  Yet 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  acts  very  much  as 
though  Galilee  were  the  centre  of  human- 
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it.y,  and  as  though  all  nations  were  to 
be  controlled  by  the  tilings  that  should 
take  place  there,  as  though  in  fact  all  the 
great  centres  of  the  world  had  their  re- 
porters and  their  delegates  there.  And 
we  are  not  told  that  Jeans  had  a single 
scribe  in  attendance  to  take  down  what 
he  said,  and  report  his  daily  acts.  This 
is  such  a course  as  a madman  would 
follow  ; and  it  is  such  a course  as  one 
might  pursue  who  had  a perfect  faith  in 
God,  and  who  recognized  it  as  his  mis- 
sion to  bring  contempt  upon  those  ways 
and  processes  by  which  men  of  the  world 
seek  to  compass  their  ends.  Jesus  re- 
cognized this  as  his  mission.  He  said,  Ex- 
cept a corn  of  wheat  fall  into  the  ground 
and  die  it  abide th  alone  ; but  if  it  die  it 
bringeth  forth  mucli  fruit.  When  on  one 
occasion  he  spoke  out  plainly  concerning 
his  death  at  Jerusalem,  Peter,  quite 
shocked  at  the  suggestion,  exclaimed, 
Far  be  this  from  thee,  Lord.  Jesus  then 
rebuked  the  worldly  spirit  thus  speaking 
in  Peter,  pointing  out  to  him  that  he 
savoured  the  things  of  man  more  than 
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those  of  God  ; lie  was  walking  by  sense 
instead  of  by  faith. 

Humanly  speaking,  it  was  altogether 
essential  that  the  Jews  as  a nation  should 
recognize  Jesus  as  the  Messiah.  How 
utterly  forlorn  the  hope  that  the  other 
nations  of  the  earth  would  accept  of  a 
Nazarene  who  had  been  repudiated  by 
the  Jews,  and  been  shamefully  put  to 
death  by  them,  accept  of  him  as  a Messiah 
and  Redeemer,  promised  in  their  sacred 
books.  If  there  had  been  no  divine  ele- 
ment in  the  life  and  work  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  the  attempt  to  preach  the  Gos- 
pel of  the  Crucified  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth,  would  have  been  the  maddest 
enterprize  ever  undertaken  in  this  world. 

To  understand  the  nnworld liness  of 
Christ,  we  should  consider  the  extent  to 
which  men  have  always  relied  on  worldly 
motives  for  the  advancement  of  religion. 
Religion  is  ordinarily  sustained  in  this 
world  by  motives  and  influences  such  as 
are  relied  on  for  the  prosecution  of  any 
worldly  end.  The  great  factors  or  motors 
in  society  are  (1)  the  love  of  reputation  ; 
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(2)  the  love  of  money  ; (3)  the  love  of 
ease. 

Men  who  are  believed  to  enjoy  in  some 
peculiar  measure  the  favour  of  heaven,  or 
who  are  believed  to  have  obtained  power 
over  their  appetites,  and  to  be  independ- 
ent of  the  ties  by  which  men  are  ordinari- 
ly governed,  obtain  reputation  among 
their  fellows.  The  desire  for  religious 
reputation  is  a sentiment  that  rales  a 
good  many  minds ; and  just  as  the  artist 
is  stimulated  in  his  efforts  by  the  hope  of 
being  esteemed  some  great  one,  so  many 
are  stimulated  to  asceticism,  celibacy,  and 
to  a religious  course  of  life  by  the  desire 
for  reputation.  Others  again  are  influ- 
enced in  their  religions  profession  by  the 
love  of  money.  By  reason  of  the  repu- 
tation obtained  as  eminently  religious 
persons,  enjoying  the  favour  of  God,  peo- 
ple think  they  are  pleasing  God  by  giving 
them  of  their  substance.  It  was  in  this 
way  that  the  Pharisees  devoured  widows’ 
houses ; they  made  people  believe  that 
they  were  the  favourites  of  heaven,  and 
that  the  best  thing  they  could  do  with 


8 Friendly  Words  to  Educated  Natives. 

their  money  or  substance  was  to  give  it 

to  them. 

In  is  most  repulsive  form  this  thing 
is  recognized  as  priestcraft,  and  has 
caused  a reaction  against  religion.  Yet 
where  is  the  land,  and  what  is  the  form 
of  religion  in  connection  with  which  the 
influence  of  these  motives  is  not  perceiv- 
ed ? It  is  a great  mistake  to  suppose  that 
the  excellence  of  any  religious  system  will 
be  a guarantee  against  the  sway  of  such 
motives.  It  is  in  connection  with  that 
which  is  best  in  religion  that  the  influence 
of  such  worldly  considerations  is  most 
harmful  and  is  most  to  bo  dreaded.  Men 
may  recognise  the  divine  authority  of  the 
system  they  are  upholding  and  yet  be  in- 
fluenced, perhaps  without  being  aware  of 
it,  by  the  love  of  reputation  and  by  the 
love  of  money.  It  was  so  among  the  Jews. 
They  were  quite  6ure  that  their  religion 
was  of  divine  authority,  and  yet  the 
priests  and  scribes  were  swayed  almost 
entirely  by  worldly  motives.  They  were 
perhaps  the  less  careful  to  examine  them- 
selves as  to  their  motives,  because  they 
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were  so  sure  that  their  religion  was  from 
God.  Instead  of  perceiving  that  what  was 
divine  in  the  system  made  it  the  more 
necessary  that  they  should  be  divinely  in- 
fluenced in  their  condnct,  they  persuaded 
themselves  that  the  divine  element  made 
it  of  little  consequence  by  what  motives 
they  were  influenced.  The  love  of  ease 
too,  influences  many  to  choose  a religious 
life.  They  wish  to  escape  the  burden  of 
secular  toil  and  be  free  from  anxiety  re- 
garding the  morrow,  and  it  seems  to  them 
that  they  will  secure  these  ends  by  ad- 
dicting themselves  to  the  priesthood  or 
the  ministry.  Jesus  of  Nazareth  came  as 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness,  to  make  men 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  true  reli- 
gion, and  he  saw  the  necessity  of  oppos- 
ing to  the  utmost  the  intermixture  of 
worldly  motives  in  religion.  Before  he 
entered  on  his  ministry  John  the  Baptist 
had  obtained  an  immense  popularity  as  a 
messenger  from  God,  by  his  austere  man- 
ner of  life,  his  independence  of  all  that 
men  consider  comfort,  his  residence  in  the 
wilderness,  his  boldness  in  denouncing 
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evil  in  high  places  &c.  As  John  publicly 
acknowledged  Jesas  as  the  One  whom  he 
had  come  to  introduce  to  the  Jews,  we 
might  have  expected  that  Jesns  would 
have  sought  to  secure  the  confidence  of 
men  by  treading  in  the  same  path  that 
John  had  trodden  in.  It  cannot  for  a 
moment  be  supposed  that  Jesus  fell  be- 
hind John  in  the  matter  of  self-subjection 
or  indifference  to  worldly  good. 

Immediately  after  his  public  baptism 
he  went  away  into  the  wilderness  to  be 
tempted  or  proved  with  regard  to  this 
and  other  points.  He  was  forty  days 
fasting,  in  the  midst  of  wild  beasts,  with- 
out any  to  minister  to  him  during  that 
period,  and  without  a single  soul  to  look 
on  and  applaud.  .Notice  this  : the  fast- 
ings and  austerities  of  Christ  were  done 
in  secret.  When  he  went  to  and  fro 
among  men,  he  made  no  parade  of  his 
abstinence,  but  ate  whatever  was  set  be- 
fore him,  or,  if  unsupplied  at  any  time, 
quietly  suffered,  saying  nothing  about  it. 
He  would  neither  exercise  his  divine  power 
to  relieve  his  own  wants,  nor  would  he 
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make  a merit  of  his  abstinence.  When  a 
person  wanted  to  join  him  as  a disciple, 
Jesus  said,  The  foxes  have  holes  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
Man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head.  On 
one  occasion,  after  along  day’s  journey, 
be  came  with  his  disciples  weary  and  foot- 
sore to  a village  the  people  of  which  would 
not  receive  him  ; his  disciples  wished  him 
to  chastise  the  people  with  fire  from 
heaven  ; but  he  rebuked  them  for  enter- 
taining such  a wish,  and  without  any 
complaint  went  on  to  the  next  town.  He 
said  that  it  was  his  meat  to  do  the  will 
of  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  all  who  were 
intimate  with  him  could  see  that  it  was 
so.  Yet  so  unwilling  was  he  to  appear 
as  a professed  ascetic,  that  he  himself 
dre\y  attention  to  the  contrast  between 
himself  and  John  the  Baptist,  so  that  his 
enemies  actually  trumped  up  the  charge 
that  be  was  a glntton  and  a wine-bibber, 
simply  because  be  ate  what  was  put  be- 
fore him,  and  did  not  concern  himself 
about  the  fasts  in  which  the  Pharisees 
made  so  much  of  their  religion  to  consist. 
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Whether  it  was  a rich  Pharisee  or  a poor 
and  despised  publican  that  invited  him. 
to  dinner,  he  accepted  the  invitation.  Thus 
we  see  that  the  manner  of  life  adopted 
by  Christ  was  calculated  to  discredit  those 
principles  that  had  so  much  place  in  the 
religion  of  the  day.  He  wished  to  give 
men  a Gospel  that  would  hold  out  the 
least  possible  inducement  to  those  who 
sought  for  reputation,  for  money,  or  for 
ease.  He  could  not  have  done  this  un- 
less he  had  been  acquainted  with  some- 
thing vastly  better  fitted  to  speed  the 
Gospel  in  the  world,  even  the  power  and 
wisdom  of  God.  Men  who  addict  them- 
selves to  the  Gospel  ministry  under  the 
influence  of  such  unworthy  motives,  find 
perhaps  that  they  get  what  they  seek,  bat 
at  the  expense  of  those  things  which,  the 
Gospel  seeks,  viz.  the  salvation  of  sinners, 
the  building  up  of  believers. 

Perhaps  we  will  be  better  able  to  do 
justice  to  the  unworldliness  of  Christ  as 
shown  in  the  care  with  which  he  guarded 
against  the  influence  of  those  motives  that 
usually  govern  men  in  their  enterprises, 
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if  we  look  at  the  way  in  which  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  in  India  in  onr  own  days 
is  being  brought  about.  The  Gospel  is 
here  seen  in  alliance  with  the  dominant 
power;  Christianity  is  understood  to  be 
the  religion  of  the  English,  so  far  as  they 
have  any  religion.  It  is  associated  with 
Western  prowess  and  Western  culture 
and  Western  money.  The  missionary  is 
generally  a man  of  culture  and  of  social 
position,  a good  deal  elevated  above  the 
mass  of  the  people  whom  he  addresses. 
Worldly  considerations  seem  to  be  array- 
ed on  the  side  of  the  Gospel.  So  much 
is  this  the  case  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  country  think  they 
can  satisfactorily  account  for  what  pro- 
gress is  made  here  by  Christianity,  by  a 
reference  to  worldly  considerations.  How 
very  different  was  it  in  the  first  century, 
when  the  disciples  of  Jesus  sought  to  in- 
troduce the  Gospel  into  Greece  ana 
Rome.  Peter,  as  a Jew  upon  whom 
even  other  Jews  looked  down  because  h 3 
was  a Galilean  fisherman,  was,  to  the 
Greeks,  a person  without  any  thiDg  of  a 
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worldly  character  to  recommend  him. 
Paul  was  a teut-maker,  a man  of  the 
people,  a babbler,  a man  who  was  deter- 
mined not  to  know  any  thing  in  Corinth 
save  Jesns  Christ  the  Crucified.  The  case 
was  that  of  a highly  cultivated  people 
filled  with  the  conceit  of  their  superiority 
to  all  mankind  addressed  on  the  subject 
of  religion  by  a despised  Jew,  without 
even  Jewish  distinction,  obliged  to  work 
at  his  trade  to  earn  his  livelihood.  The 
Gospel  in  modern  times  is  attended  with 
all  those  recommendations  upon  which 
men  ordinarily  rely,  aud  in  the  absence 
of  which  they  have  nothing  but  contempt 
to  bestow  ; but  in  the  days  of  the  apostles, 
it  was  absolutely  without  these  recom- 
mendations, and  had  to  eucounter  them 
arrayed  in  full  force  on  the  side  of  the 
ancestral  religions  of  that  time.  Now 
it  is  evident  that  if  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
had  been  a man  like  other  men,  a man 
having  even  the  wisdom  that  is  found 
with  great  leaders,  he  would  have  felt  that 
his  cause  was  an  utterly  hopeless  one 
unless  he  could  array  on  his  side  some  of 
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those  forces  upon  which  men  constantly 
rely.  Jesus  knew  perfectly  well  how  little 
men  are  disposed  to  consent  to  any 
change  in  their  hereditary  creeds,  for 
he  saw  it  daily  illustrated  in  the  opposi- 
tion he  met  with  from  the  Jews.  He  knew 
ihat  nothing  would  induce  a nation  to 
accept  of  a religion  diametrically  opposed 
to  its  own,  except  some  most  potential 
motives  were  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
And  yet  he  proposed  to  bring  about 
among  men  the  mightiest  revolution  in 
sentiment  and  belief  ever  heard  of,  with- 
out offering  them  reputation,  ease,  or 
wealth  and  without  bringing  any  com- 
pulsion to  bear  upon  (hem.  The  mere 
statement  of  such  a thing  would  con- 
stitute him  a madman  among  men,  unless 
he  had  reason  to  believe  that  there  would 
be  displayed  on  his  side  a divine  power 
more  than  compensatory  for  all  those 
familiar  forces  sacrificed  by  him.  In  the 
Epistle  to  the  Philippians  he  is  described 
as  having  made  himself  of  no  reputation, 
or  as  it  might  be  rendered  he  emptied 
himself.  Here  is  a fact  about  which  there 
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can  be  no  dispute.  It  would  be  in  vain  to 
imagine  that  there  is  any  thing  parallel  to 
this  in  the  case  of  Sakya  Muni , the  found- 
er of  Buddhism.  He  was  the  son  of  a 
king,  and  became  convinced  that  salva- 
tion could  only  be  obtained  by  the  most 
rigid  austerities,  and  like  thousands  of 
misguided  men  since,  both  among  heath- 
en and  nominal  Christians,  went  away 
into  the  desert  to  work  out  the  necessary 
righteousness.  His  religion  appeals  to  a 
well-known  principle,  the  desire  for  reli- 
gious reputation.  In  fact  there  is  no 
parallel  to  the  Gospel  in  this  particular. 
Jesus  told  his  disciples  that  they  would  be 
hated  of  all  men  for  his  sake,  and  must 
prepare,  if  they  wished  to  follow  him,  to 
be  treated  as  he  was,  crucified.  Jesus 
relied  upon  no  worldly  motives  whatever; 
his  whole  reliance  was  npon  his  Father  in 
heaven  whose  power  he  knew  would  ac- 
company his  disciples  ju3t  in  the  measure 
that  they  looked  for  it  in  faith,  disclaim- 
ing worldly  aids. 
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